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The 400th anniversary of
the arrival of the first
African slaves in

Jamestown, the first permanent
English settlement in North
America, has occasioned some
somber reflection — and some
contentious debate — on the
history of slavery in America.
Increasingly, the prevailing
view among progressives, in-
cluding Democratic presiden-
tial candidates such as Sen. Ka-
mala Harris of California and
former Texas Rep. Beto
O’Rourke, is that the United
States was founded on slavery
and built on the backs of the en-
slaved. This perspective is also
reflected in “The 1619 Project,”
a package of features in the lat-
est issue of The New York
Times Magazine exploring the
way America was shaped by
slavery’s legacy.

Where many see an essential
and belated reckoning, critics
such as conservative pundit

Erik Erickson see an insidious
attempt to delegitimize Amer-
ica and destroy its foundations.
Are these critics raising a valid
point, or dismissing the black
experience to preserve a com-
forting myth of the American
founding as a lofty endeavor?

There is no question that
Americans have often failed to
grapple with terrible pages in
our history. Generations
learned whitewashed (as it
were) versions of history that
glossed over the brutalities of
slavery and Jim Crow. But
today, we risk replacing one
mythology with another that de-
monizes America and its
achievements.

Thus, the Times’ “1619
Project” presents some fascinat-
ing and important material —
but it also relies on contested,
often dubious scholarship to
argue that slavery was the cor-
nerstone of the founding and
that key features of American
society today are shaped by
slavery.

The introductory essay by
Nikole Hannah-Jones tells the
moving story of her father’s de-

votion to an America that
treated him as a second-class
citizen. Hannah-Jones rightly
asserts that the United States
was “founded on both an ideal
and a lie” — a declaration of lib-
erty, equality and inalienable
rights by men who denied all
these to the enslaved humans
in their midst. But she goes fur-
ther to claim that protecting
the institution of slavery was,
in fact, “one of the primary rea-

sons the colonists decided to
declare their independence
from Britain.”

While a few revisionist histo-
rians have made this argument,
it is contradicted by vast evi-
dence. Yes, antislavery senti-
ment was starting to brew in
England at the time, but it was
brewing even more in America,
where the first abolitionist soci-
ety was formed in Philadelphia
in 1775, and it surged with the

Revolutionary War. After inde-
pendence was won, Northern
states moved one after another
to outlaw slavery, and all states
except South Carolina banned
the importation of slaves.

Jones makes an inspiring
point when she says that blacks
who demanded their freedom
played a key role in forcing
America to live up to its ideals.
But her narrative also suggests
that these ideals were not
merely marred by hypocrisy
but deliberately crafted as a
cover for slavery’s preserva-
tion. It’s an approach that has
caused some social media
users to declare that honoring
the founders is no different
from honoring Hitler.

We live in a time when a
resurgent far right more or less
transparently questions the
ideal of a multiracial democ-
racy, claiming that America
was founded as a nation for
whites. Is it wise for progres-
sives to play into their hands by
essentially validating that narra-
tive, or to make ordinary Ameri-
cans feel that patriotism is
being made politically incor-
rect?

Cathy Young is a contributing
editor to Reason magazine.

Schools should
welcomeinvestment

It should be disturbing to
every property taxpayer
that some school districts
have adopted the role of ob-
structionist, loudly oppos-
ing critical economic devel-
opment that would attract
the next generation wishing
to live on Long Island
[“Schools’ complex issue,”
News, Aug. 8].

A recent survey by NextLI,
an initiative of the Newsday
editorial board, found that
high taxes are a leading
cause of young people leav-
ing the Island. Multifamily
developments are key to re-
taining them.

The irony, of course, is
that over time, school class-
rooms will empty as our
young people flee the region
while the rising costs of edu-
cation place an ever-larger
burden on remaining prop-
erty owners.

School districts should re-
main focused on providing
Long Islanders quality educa-
tion and leave economic de-
velopment, which funds
their ever-increasing costs,
to those still willing to invest
in the region.

Kyle Strober,
Hauppauge

Editor’s note: The writer
is executive director of the
Association for a Better
Long Island, a real estate
trade association.

Don’tblameMTA
unionsforworkrules

In some articles about
MTA overtime, “union
work rules” have been criti-
cized by MTA officials
[“Clash over overtime,”
News, Aug. 17]. There are
no such things. Instead,
there are mutually bar-
gained contracts agreed to
by labor and management.

If management finds a po-

tential provision of a con-
tract onerous, it should not
agree to it.

It’s disingenuous to sign a
contract with full aware-
ness of its provisions and
then turn around and blame
the other signer if some of
those provisions turn out to
be troublesome.

Frederic Stark,
Oceanside

Editor’s note: The writer
is president of the Hewlett-
Woodmere Faculty Associa-
tion, representing teachers
in the Hewlett-Woodmere
school district.

Water districts face
different costs

The Citizens Campaign
for the Environment’s re-
port on local water costs is
a document designed to
score headlines rather than
produce tangible results
[“LI’s varying cost of
water,” News, Aug. 13]. Con-

clusions drawn in this report
are misleading.

Each community has vary-
ing budget needs for opera-
tions and capital improve-
ments. Nassau and Suffolk’s
average costs of water differ
mainly because there is a dis-
proportional number of Super-
fund sites in Nassau County.
Due to more groundwater con-
taminated by polluters, a
higher level of state-of-the-art

treatment is needed in Nas-
sau, resulting in higher opera-
tion, maintenance and capital
costs.

The Citizens Campaign’s re-
port, “What Does Your Water
Cost?,” misrepresents the num-
ber of water providers that in-
centivize conservation. It lists
only five that “promote water
conservation,” but the report’s
own data for each district show
that most have tiered rates that

charge customers more per gal-
lon as usage increases. In addi-
tion, many districts conduct
public outreach campaigns
with tips and information for
conserving.

This is a non-story. Although
communities throughout Long
Island deal with varying levels
of groundwater contamination,
Long Islanders still pay some of
the lowest rates for water com-
pared with the rest of the na-
tion.

Richard Passariello,
Roslyn

Editor’s note: The writer is
superintendent of the Roslyn
Water District and first vice
chairman of the Long Island
Water Conference, an organiza-
tion that includes suppliers, reg-
ulators and experts.

Home care aides
aren’t paid enough

The article “Wanted: Home
care workers” [News, July 29]
really hit home with me. Yes,

the demand is outstripping the
supply.

My mom had home care
from 2014 to 2018, when she
went into the hospital and then
rehabilitation. She died in No-
vember late 2018.

In our experience, the home
care aides were not paid
enough by their agencies. Many
must work second jobs if there
is no other breadwinner in the
family.

Yes, we had aides who lived
on Long Island and had their
own transportation, but if one
aide had time off or called out
sick, the agency had to find
someone to cover the shift.
Most of the time it couldn’t,
and we had no aide that day.

The system needs to be fixed.
If it isn’t, clients will be forced to
stay in nursing homes, which
have similar staffing problems.
Everybody should be reim-
bursed better. Keep up the good
reporting, Newsday.

Raymond Jederlinic,
Deer Park

OK, coppers! Find me
at the Stop & Frisk

I received a phone call on
my cellphone with a caller ID
of “Social Security Administra-
tion.” I was food shopping on
a Saturday at noon. The mes-
sage said that if I did not call
back, a warrant would be is-
sued for my arrest [“Building
an armor against scammers,”
Act 2, Aug. 18].

OK, here are my conditions
for surrender:

1) I’m in aisle three. Come
and get me — and be ready to
restock everything in my cart.

2) Obviously, since I am now
public enemy No. 1 (a k a Jimmy
Cagney: “Come and get me, cop-
pers!”), there must a bounty on
my head. I want a 90-10 split —
90 percent to me. How else can I
pay for my groceries?

At least when I’m in jail, I
won’t have to worry about food
shopping!

Lillian Baum,
Long Beach

NYPD Commissioner James O’Neill made a difficult but correct
decision on Monday when he fired Officer Daniel Pantaleo.

In the picture O’Neill painted of that tragic day five years ago
when Pantaleo’s takedown of Eric Garner resulted in the death of the
Staten Island man, it’s clear mistakes were made by both men. Garner,
who was selling loose cigarettes, shouldn’t have resisted arrest. Panta-
leo should’ve waited for backup, and shouldn’t have kept Garner in a
chokehold that was prohibited — something department training
taught the officer.

Garner shouldn’t have died in such an encounter. And for that, as
O’Neill made clear, there must be consequences.

Over the years, there have been many turns in this case, from a
Staten Island grand jury that declined to indict Pantaleo in 2014 to the
decision by the U.S. Department of Justice not to pursue civil rights
charges. It took far too long, and enormous public pressure, but finally
the NYPD’s internal process worked. That’s an important step — for
the Garner family, the NYPD and the city.

O’Neill, who was a uniformed officer for 34 years, agonized over the
decision, knowing its potential impact on both the police force he
leads and the city he serves. He admitted during his Monday news con-

ference that he repeatedly
watched the Garner video won-
dering whether he could’ve
made “similar mistakes.”

He also admitted that if he
were still a uniformed cop, he
might be angry at himself for fir-
ing Pantaleo.

But the humanity of his re-
sponse was lost on Police Benev-
olent Association president
Patrick Lynch, whose angry, pre-
dictable and unfortunate tirade
suggested the dismissal was
made without due process or re-
gard for the facts.

Nothing could be further from
the truth. Over the last five
years, Pantaleo clearly got due

process. The facts dictated NYPD Administrative Judge Rosemarie
Maldonado’s recommendation that Pantaleo be fired. O’Neill decided
to uphold her recommendation.

Lynch also went too far by suggesting in a statement that NYPD offi-
cers should “make their own choice” in how they perform their jobs.

There is no “choice.” Officers must continue to do their jobs every day
by following the law, the department’s rules and their training. Their mis-
sion hasn’t changed — to try to build trust with and protect the communi-
ties they serve. It isn’t an easy job. Every day, officers put themselves in
harm’s way. Some are killed. Others are attacked on the job. Several offi-
cers were doused with buckets of water just last month. And this year, the
NYPD is dealing with an unprecedented spate of officer suicides.

The Pantaleo case sheds light on other changes that must be made.
O’Neill made it clear that in the future, the department’s own disci-
plinary process won’t wait for other proceedings. That’s critical. And
state legislators finally must take on the law known as 50-a, which al-
lows police to hide discipline records of officers. Pantaleo’s problem-
atic work history still has not been made public.

The Garner case offers lessons to people on every side of this
tragedy. They must be learned. — The editorial board
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A revisionist narrative of slavery

Slaves picking cotton on a plantation circa 1800.
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Evidence refutes the idea that colonists
declared independence to protect slavery

Customers of New York American Water in Merrick pay Long
Island’s sixth-highest rates, according to the Citizens Campaign study.
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OPINION

Pantaleo firing
was right call

Daniel Pantaleo in May during his
NYPD disciplinary trial.

EDITORIAL

Garner case offers key lessons for all
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