
New York should be
ashamed of itself. . . .

I’m embarrassed as a
taxpayer here. You cannot

counter what happened
today with ads. . . .

This will last for 20
years.”

— Thomas Stringer,
a Bay Shore resident who

helps large corporations
decide where to locate
facilities as head of site

selection services at BDO USA
LLC in Manhattan
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New York State is no longer
open for business — that’s the
effect of Amazon’s decision to
cancel plans for a second head-
quarters in Long Island City,
Queens, some experts said
Thursday.

“New York should be
ashamed of itself. . . . I’m em-
barrassed as a taxpayer here,”
said Thomas Stringer, a Bay
Shore resident who helps large
corporations decide where to
locate facilities as head of site
selection services at BDO USA
LLC in Manhattan. “You cannot
counter what happened today
with ads. . . . This will last for
20 years.”

He and others said the
demise of the Amazon HQ2
project, which would have pro-
duced $27.5 billion in tax rev-
enue over 25 years in return
for nearly $3 billion in tax
breaks, undermines efforts to
attract and retain businesses.
Each year, the state spends
several million dollars on tele-
vision commercials with the
slogan, “New York Open for
Business.”

Still, some business leaders
and economists, while regret-
ting the loss of HQ2, said the
economy would continue to
grow, albeit more slowly with-
out the infusion of 25,000 Ama-
zon jobs in Queens.

Nick Samuels, vice presi-
dent of the financial research
firm Moody’s Investors Ser-
vice in Manhattan, said New
York City had suffered “a set-
back that illustrates politics
and anti-business sentiment
can derail economic develop-
ment despite competitive
strengths.” But he said, “The
city’s economic fundamentals
remain positioned to grow
strongly in the future.”

On Long Island, the dismay
among business people was
widespread. Many saw the
Amazon project as a catalyst
for more housing around Long
Island Rail Road stations, sup-
ply contracts for local busi-
nesses and jobs for young peo-

ple who often move to the city.
“New York State was

dumped on Valentine’s Day,”
said Kyle Strober, executive di-
rector of the Association for a
Better Long Island, a develop-
ers’ group. He added, “This re-
treat will have an enormous rip-
pling effect, sending a strong
signal to all Fortune 500 compa-
nies that New York State is
closed for business.”

Economic development offi-
cials and attorneys who repre-
sent expanding companies pre-
dicted some would think
twice about doing projects in
New York, though the pool of
skilled workers and quality of
life here remain key attrac-
tions.

The Nassau County Indus-
trial Development Agency had
been formulating plans to aid

housing projects within an easy
commute of Long Island City
and to help local businesses be-
come suppliers of goods and
services to the proposed Ama-
zon office.

“What this project would
have brought to Nassau County
is extraordinary,” said Richard
Kessel, executive director of
the county’s Industrial Develop-
ment Agency. “This is a big ‘no’
to businesses. It’s going to be a
challenge going forward.”

This isn’t the first time in
New York or nationally that
politics has caused a marquee
company to scrap plans to
open a large facility with hun-
dreds of jobs.

In 2016, an Austrian chip
maker, AMS, abandoned plans
to hire 1,000 people to work in
a $2 billion factory proposed

for Utica. At the time, execu-
tives said Gov. Andrew M.
Cuomo’s administration wasn’t
moving fast enough to con-
struct the building, in part be-
cause of a corruption scandal
involving state officials as-
signed to work on the AMS
project.

A few months earlier, PayPal
revoked plans for an operations
center in Charlotte, North Car-
olina, after that state passed a
law that restricted bathroom
usage by transgender people.

On Thursday, John H. Banks,
president of the Real Estate
Board of New York, which rep-
resents city developers, cau-
tioned against sky-is-falling re-
actions to Amazon’s with-
drawal. “New York’s renais-
sance over the past 40 years
has been due in part to our abil-

ity to work through difficult is-
sues that have led to record
population and job growth,” he
said.

While many business peo-
ple acknowledged being
shocked by Amazon’s deci-
sion, some also are thinking
about how New York State
can recover its economic de-
velopment mojo.

Stringer said there needs to
be a recognition that politics,
not economics, scuttled HQ2.

“From the get-go, we have to
get officials at all levels of gov-
ernment involved,” he said,
adding he works on eight to 12
projects a year in North Amer-
ica. “This quickly became politi-
cal because some local officials
were cut out. ... The state needs
to be more inclusive going for-
ward.”
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Sam Meyers of Long Island City protested against Amazon’s plans
in a Nov. rally. \ Video, de Blasio slams Amazon: newsday.com/nyc
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